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Transforming Corporate Culture One Petal at a Time 
Dubuque Data Services is the Seventh Petal Certified Business 

 

Dubuque, IA (November 29, 2012) – Dubuque Data Services joined the Petal Project exactly one year ago. In that short 
time they have transitioned from awareness of environmental issues to being active advocates for sustainability. This is 
demonstrated by their team approach to corporate sustainability where all employees are challenged to find new and 
innovate ways to reduce waste and conserve resources. This team approach helped Dubuque Data Services complete all 
of the Petal Project requirements and become fully certified in just one year. They are the seventh Petal Certified 
business following Finley Hospital (2010), Loras College (2011), Dubuque Bank & Trust (2012), Premier Bank (2012), 
Premier Tooling & Manufacturing, Inc., (2012), and River Lights Bookstore (2012).  

Dubuque Data Services is a long standing, locally owned business in Dubuque. According to Colleen Callahan, president 
of Dubuque Data Services, “Dubuque Data is celebrating our 40th year in business in the Dubuque area.  We’ve been very 
proud to see the changes and growth in our community, and when we heard about the Petal Project and the emphasis 
on conservation and sustainability, we knew that we wanted to be a part of that effort.  One of our corporate values is 
to “ACT AS IF”... meaning act as if we were the customer, the owner, the person on the other end of the phone.  This 
also applies to taking care of our environment.  Act as if our city, our resources are a precious commodity, take care of 
what we have.  Our team has been very enthusiastic about embracing this idea, by finding new ways to reduce our 
waste, conserve energy, and buy locally.  We will continue these efforts moving forward. “ 

At Dubuque Data Services, corporate sustainability begins with new-hire training on the environmental policy and a tour 
of the facility to point out recycling locations for paper, trash, bottles/cans and toner cartridges. Staff members remain 
informed through emails, newsletter articles and company meetings. At a recent Software conference, Dubuque Data 
Services provided attendees with USB sticks holding the conference materials instead of printing reams of paper. 
Additionally they gave attendees a reusable water bottle to use for refreshments. Kelly Schiel, green team leader at 
Dubuque Data Services, commented: “Our work family takes pride in our facility and has readily absorbed the Petal 
Project's environmental practices into our culture.” 

An internal Green Ribbon Cutting will be held Thursday, December 13th to celebrate Dubuque Data Services’ Petal 
Certification. Additional information about the Petal Project certification program and Dubuque Data Service’s 
achievements can be found at www.Petal-Project.com. 

### 

For more information, or to schedule an interview, please call Kelsey McElroy-Anderson at 563.690.5738, or email her at 
kmcelroy@ecia.org. 

mailto:ccallahan@ddslive.com
http://www.petal-project.com/
mailto:kmcelroy@ecia.org


The Petal Project is a regional green business certification program designed to encourage organizations in the Dubuque 
area to adopt environmentally friendly business practices. The program provides businesses with a simple framework for 
saving money and resources while establishing a community-wide definition of a green business for consumers wishing 
to shop based on their values.  

The Petal Project is divided into five categories: pollution prevention, water conservation, waste reduction, energy 
conservation, staff education. Within each category, a business must complete all of the mandatory and a specified 
number of optional criteria to earn that petal. Once a business has earned all five petals, it is “Petal Certified”.  


